INSERT LOGO

GROUP NAME Pruning Club post pruning event letter to property owners 
Today, the GROUP NAME Pruning Club cared for the tree in front of this property. As part of our responsibility as Tree Tenders in the XXX neighborhood we completed one or more of the following maintenance items on your tree(s): 

· Removed low branches to allow trucks and pedestrians to pass by without causing damaged to the tree. 

· Removed broken, dead, and damaged branches.

· Removed suckering shoots from the base of the tree. 

· Performed general weeding and maintenance of tree pit.
Please continue to care for your tree by keeping the tree pit free of weeds and trash. In addition, if your tree is still young continue to water your tree weekly with at least 15 gallons. Keeping a 2-4” layer of mulch around the tree helps to prevent weeds and keep the pit moist, just remember to keep the mulch from touching the tree trunk by leaving a few inches of space between the mulch layer and the trunk. See the other side of this sheet for additional tree care details.
Thank you for helping GROUP NAME care for and restore our urban forest. Spread the word about your love for trees and have your neighbors contact us if they would like to get a new tree planted in front of their property.
If you would like to join the GROUP NAME Pruning Club or would like to take part in other Philly Tree People activities please subscribe to our e-mail announcements list by emailing us at: GROUP EMAIL or by calling us at one of the telephone numbers above. 
If you are interested in becoming a trained Tree Tender, please contact Mindy Maslin at the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society at 215-988-8844 or mmaslin@pennhort.org. 
Caring for Your Tree

Water

Water is crucial for your tree’s survival, particularly during the first two years after planting. 

· How much? 15 gallons per week (total) for the first two years. The 15 gallons can be split into 5 gallons 3 times per week.

· When? Weekly from March through November when there has not been rainfall of at least one inch. 

· How? The goal is to have water seep into the ground without causing erosion of the mulch or soil. Use your hose with a slow trickle to allow water to slowly seep into the pit. Or use a 5 gallon bucket with holes in it. Repeat this 3 times either in the same day or over the course of one week. If you use a TreeGator, fill it once and let it slowly empty. Remove the TreeGator once the water has emptied. Insects and fungus can settle under the bag and harm the trunk. Also, rainwater would run off the bag away from the tree, instead of watering the tree.

· Mulch? Wood chip mulch 2 to 4 inches deep on top of the tree pit will help retain moisture and discourage weeds. Keep the mulch at least 3” away from the base of the trunk to prevent pests and rot. Distribute mulch around the tree trunk in a circle about 1 to 2 feet away from the trunk. A bowl shape will help hold the water.

Weed and Clean

Weeds and trash can prevent water from reaching your tree’s roots, and cause a decline in your tree’s health.  Substances like motor oil, de-icing salt, detergent, and urine can kill your tree.

· Weed and clean the area around your tree periodically and prevent toxic substances like dog urine, leaking garbage, car oil or de-icing salt from entering the soil.

Protect

Tree roots require water and air for survival.  Compacted soil and cemented pits prevent water and air from reaching tree roots.

· Avoid compacting the soil:  don’t pile trash, walk, or drive around the tree’s roots.

· Never cement over the surface of your tree pit.

Bark is necessary for protecting the trunk and maintaining tree health.

· Keep car doors, dogs, string trimmers and bicycles away from the trunk to avoid potential bark wounds.

· If you lay dry brick or stone around your tree, keep the material at least 6 inches away from the trunk and check each year to maintain this space (pavers placed too close to the trunk can strangle the bark as the trunk gets wider).

Remove Stakes and Straps

Straps left on your tree for longer than a year may cut into the bark and strangle the tree. Remove and discard stakes and straps one year after planting.  

Cultivate

Loosening the soil surface around your tree encourages water and air to enter the soil.

· Spring is a good time to cultivate the soil around your tree

· If the soil surface around your tree becomes compacted, loosen the first few inches of soil and break up any large clumps.  Avoid damaging any large woody roots. 

Mulch
Mulch helps conserve water, controls weeds, keeps roots cooler in the summer and warmer in the winter, prevents lawn mower damage and prevents soil compaction.

· Maintain a 2-4” layer of mulch around your tree, taking care NOT to pack it against the trunk. Recommended mulches include: wood chips, composted leaves and pine needles.

· Always remember to weed and cultivate the soil, before mulching. 

Plant Flowers

As flowers wilt in the summer heat, they will remind you to water your tree.

· Plant flowers annuals such as impatiens, begonias, marigolds, and vinca around your tree.
